
Dear Parishioner 
 
I hope that everyone is now settled into 2022, and perhaps there’s already 
one eye searching for the first daffodils emerging, so we can say ‘it must be 
Spring!’  My perception this year is that the new ways of living and working 
Covid19 imposed upon us nearly two years ago, have now been absorbed 
into our lifestyles.  A combination of flexibility and resilience has seen many 
people reassess priorities and alter routines, and some of these changes 
are likely to remain with us indefinitely. 
 
In that respect I wanted to give a quick update about Parish Council 
meetings for the foreseeable future.  It has long been the Council’s routine 
to meet in the Committee Room of Bealings Village Hall, usually on the first 
Monday of every other month and with such additional meetings as have 
been needed. 
 
For a while in 2020 and 2021 government legislation provided for Parish 
Councils to meet ‘remotely’, meaning that we held meetings using Zoom so 
that everyone could stay safely at home during lockdowns.  There was no 
change in the rules for meetings to be open to the public and I am very 
pleased with the way we adapted quickly, acquiring a Zoom account and 
admitting residents to our meetings to listen and speak, as if the meeting 
was held in the Committee Room as usual.  Broadband width was at times 
a challenge, but we managed very well to carry on ‘business as usual’. 
 
I said in June 2021, when the capacity to hold meetings remotely ended, 
we were returning to physical meetings.  We took the decision then that the 
size of the Committee Room meant it was no longer appropriate to invite 
the public to attend meetings in that space.  We have held meetings in the 
main Village Hall in consequence and we are very grateful to the Hall 
Secretary for helping us to book and run ‘Covid secure’ meetings. 
 
Since June we have been largely able to stick with Monday evening 
meeting dates.  Unfortunately, long standing bookings at the Village Hall 
mean that we will not be able use the Hall for our meetings this year after 9 
March.  We have therefore arranged to meet in the Angela Cobbold Hall 
instead, which has both advantages and disadvantages.  The Hall space 
there is larger than the Committee Room, but smaller than the main Village 
Hall, making it quicker and easier – and cheaper – to heat for meetings.  It 
is also a good size for people to be able to maintain distance, but hear what 
everyone is saying.  The main disadvantage of course is the lack of 
parking.  We do hope therefore that if you are attending a Council meeting 
you can walk, cycle or arrange to be dropped off.  However, if you do have 



problems and would like us to reserve a space for you for a meeting, then 
please do let me know. 
 
Finally, we understand that at the moment the rules on facemasks and 
maintaining distances in community halls are relaxed, but I am aware that 
many people are still opting to wear masks generally and there is still 
concern about the transmission of infection.  We are inviting everyone 
attending meetings to continue to wear masks for the present therefore. 
 
As I said last time - I hope that by now any support you and your 
neighbours may need is well established, but if you are vulnerable without 
the support of family, friends or neighbours or know of anyone that you 
consider to be vulnerable and without a support network in place, please 
contact me, so that I can try to arrange support. 
 
Keep safe. 
 
Ian Ransome Chairman 
Little Bealings Parish Council 
Email: chairman.lbpc@gmail.com 
Mobile: 07885 073925 
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